
Foundation Stage Policy

Aims
This policy aims to ensure:

● That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them a wide range of knowledge and skills
needed for good progress through school and life

● Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left
behind

● Close partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers

● Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice

Legislation

This policy is based on requirements set out in the
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2

Structure

The Reception cohort at Warren Road consists of four classes each with 30 children.

Curriculum

Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 statutory framework of the EYFS. The EYFS
framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-connected. However, 3
areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning,
and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.
The prime areas are:

● Communication and language

● Physical development

● Personal, social and emotional development

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:

● Literacy

● Mathematics

● Understanding the world

● Expressive arts and design

Planning
In planning and guiding children’s activities, practitioners must reflect on the different ways that children learn and
reflect these in their practice. These characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:

▪ playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’;

▪ active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and
enjoy achievements; and

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2


▪ creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

They create a curriculum specifically designed to help children ease into school life, based on their likes and interests.
Staff plan activities and experiences that enable children to develop and learn effectively. In order to do this,
practitioners working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the 3 prime areas. Staff also take
into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care, and use this
information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child may have a special educational
need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other
agencies, where appropriate.

Teaching
Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of
adult-led and child-initiated activities in and outside of the classroom. Practitioners respond to each child’s emerging
needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction.

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led
activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1.

Assessment

At Warren Road Primary School, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes.
Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations are used
to shape future planning. Practitioners also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers.

Within the first 6 weeks of a child starting in Reception, staff complete the Reception Baseline Assessment (statutory
Sep 2020). Pupils progress is recorded termly on SIMS and class Provision Maps ensure all children working below
expectations are given appropriate intervention. At the end of Reception, staff complete the EYFS profile for each
child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:

● Meeting expected levels of development

● Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)

The profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the profile are
then shared with parents and/or carers in the end of year school report.

Working with parents

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between practitioners and
parents and/or carers. Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development through
informal messaging on Dojo or face to face chats or more formal meetings where needed and through termly parent
evenings. The progress check and EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of
their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities.

Admissions Procedure
Warren Road School aims to develop a socially inclusive community and to this end the school promotes access for
all children including those with a disability or special need.

All children may start school in September. Any parent who feels their child is not ready to start school, for example if
they are not toilet trained, may discuss a longer phased entry.

The admissions are based on two simple criteria: whether the child has a sibling already in the school and proximity
of their home to the school. The children are grouped equally across four reception classes. Here is the schools
admission arrangements:
https://warrenroadprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Admissions-Warren-Road-2023-24.pdf

Induction Programme
When children are offered a place at the school their parents/guardians are sent an ‘Entry Profile’ form to complete
with their child.  This is then returned to the school and forms a basis for discussion between the parents and
teachers during the child’s first visit to school.

https://warrenroadprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Admissions-Warren-Road-2023-24.pdf


The children have a visit to the school during the last part of the preceding term. This visit is an opportunity for them
to meet their teacher, see their classroom and new school environment. The parents/carers are invited to an evening
talk prior to their children starting school.  The Head Teacher, Deputy Head, and Head of Reception lead these
meetings, the Reception teachers are also present.  Parents/carers are informed about the procedures for the start of
their child’s first term in school.  They are given specific information about the Reception curriculum as well as
general information that will assist their child’s smooth entry into school.  A reference booklet containing information
covered during the talk is also available to parents/carers to take away with them after the meeting.

Children who have been attending one of the local pre-school playgroups, with whom we have links, may make
pre-school visits with their playgroup leaders.

The children have a phased introduction to a full school day during the first few weeks in September.
● Families meet with staff on a 1-1 basis for a 20-minute period in the child’s planned learning environment in

week 1.

Safeguarding and welfare procedures

Reception pupils should be offered equal access and opportunity irrespective of gender, ethnic group, ability or
disability, religion or creed.

Warren Road School aims to develop a socially inclusive community within the school where no child will be
discriminated against because of ethnicity, religion, social needs, disability or special educational need.  To this end
the school will promote and plan for increased access for all children including those with a disability or special
educational need, social needs or English as an additional language.

The Governors and staff of Warren Road Primary School fully recognise the responsibility it has to the safeguarding
and protection of all pupils. All governors and staff, including volunteers, have a full and active part to play in
protecting children and young people from harm. Also see our safeguarding policy.

Special Needs
The Reception class teachers will follow the procedures set out in the school’s Special Educational Needs Policy when
identifying children with special needs.  Early identification and assessment of children’s special needs is vital.

For children with learning difficulties, or a sensory or physical impairment, the need for a positive and supportive
introduction to school is very important.  Such children need to experience success at an early stage.  Liaising with
the child’s parents/carers and professionals who have supported them before they start school should ensure
appropriate support for them on entry to school.

Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Reception Head of Year or SLT every 3 years. At every review, the
policy will be shared with the governing board.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies:

● Child protection and safeguarding policy

● Health and safety policy

● SEND policy

● Reception Transition policy


