
We know that over Christmas families often ask 
what they can do to support their children while 
they are off. 
All the games on this newsletter help develop 
essential skills for children to support their 
learning- please have a look and consider playing 
some over the Christmas dinner table. 
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CHRISTMAS GAMES

Dobble, Spot the difference- both pictures or real 
life (change some things about your appearance while 
your child isn’t looking and see if they can work out 
what has changed, then let them try), Dot to dot, 
Mazes, Jigsaw puzzles, Anagrams, How many 
smaller words can you make from ALPHABET? 
(Any longer word can be used), Hangman, Scrabble, 
Kim’s game, Snap, Codes- write a coded message 
for your child- can they figure it out using the 
original code? Lego- following the instructions, 
Tracing, Dominoes, Lotto/bingo Memory (pairs 
games), Word searches, Where’s Wally books, 
www.eyecanlearn.com

Singing songs and rhymes, Rhyme games- 
generating rhyming strings, reading rhyming books, I 
spy- doesn’t have to just be starting letter, could be 
starting sound, final sound, number of syllables, 
rhymes with, Foam letters in the bath- playing with 
them, finding certain sounds, Restaurant role play- 
ask them to make a menu and you give them your 
order that they have to remember what you 
ordered, Chinese whisper, Chain games- e.g. I went 
to the zoo and I saw a pig, I went to the zoo and I 
saw a pig and a cow etc. adding a new item each 
repetition, Learning tongue twister, Map drawing- 
direct your child how to find the treasure 

Generating games- how many animals can you think 
of- who can think of the most?, Articulate, 

Headbandz, Guess who, Don't say it, Taboo, Story 
cubes, Barrier games- with a barrier between you- 

draw a picture and describe it to your child and see if 
they can recreate it- then swap roles. Or you could 
create a Lego model and if you have enough pieces 
see if your child can make it using your instructions 

and then swap roles, What am I? Think of an object 
and the children ask questions to work out what it is.  

Any board or turn taking games help attention and 
focus but these are good fun;Uno, Draughts, Pass 
the pigs,  Sequencing games e.g.Hopscotch, Simon 
says, Run and touch- then give the children a list 
of things to touch or find, Hide and seek- ask 
your child to hide 8 things- then ask them for a 
list of things for them to find and bring you,  
Audio Books, Musical statues

Visual Perception

Speech and language

Auditory perception 

Attention and focus 
Visual perception and memory is essential or 
recognising numbers, sequences, letter and sound 
correspondences and when words are spelt correctly. 
Auditory perception and memory is essential for 
learning to read and spell and also remembering what 
is said in the classroom. 
Speech and language skills are essential for being 
able to explain what children want to write and 
describe and explain the things they have learnt. 
Attention and focus are essential for children to 
follow the learning in their classrooms. 

http://www.eyecanlearn.com/

